
The selection process certainly wasn’t easy and the four 
students who put their names forward, had to take part in an 
intense interview in front of Mr Colin Smith from Marlborough 
College and Mrs Grant. After careful deliberation, Rhys 
Jackson and Thomas Smart, both from Year 11, were chosen 
and so will be heading off to Canada during the summer 
holidays for the adventure of a lifetime! A very well done to 
you both! We look forward to hearing all about your amazing 
trip on your return.

For the second year running, Marlborough College, in 
collaboration with Outward Bound Canada have offered 
our Year 10 & Year 11 students with the amazing 
opportunity to travel to Canada and take part in a 3 week 
Outward Bound adventure.

The Stuart Horne Bursary
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Because we had been at Guides the 
longest and were confident speakers, 
we were chosen to read out a letter 
from Prince Charles to everyone. 
The letter mentioned how delighted 
Prince Charles was that so many people 
throughout the United Kingdom had 
come together to light beacons in 
celebration of his mother, The Queen’s, 
ninetieth birthday and how everyone 
was helping to celebrate this special 
day. The Prince continued by saying 
how he knew Her Majesty would have 
been deeply touched. 

We all sang Happy Birthday to Her 
Majesty and had a really fun day!

The Queen’s 90th Birthday Celebrations  
Written by Holly & Tegan Richardson – Year 8 students

On the 21st April, we walked from our Guides Centre in Larkhill to Stonehenge  
as part of The Queen’s 90th Birthday celebrations. It took about 30 minutes to walk  

the route and when we arrived there were over 150 additional Guides,  
Rainbows, Brownies, Senior Section and Girl Guiding Leaders  

already at the stones.



OnlineI interviewed Year 11 students 
recently and I was delighted to hear 
how well prepared they feel as they 
enter the GCSE examination season. 
Their teachers have worked tirelessly 
to support them and they have taken 
full advantage of this and worked 
really hard. We wish them every 
success over the next few weeks and 
look forward to celebrating with them 
at their Prom on Friday 24th June.

Last week we appointed our new 
Head Boy and Girl, their Deputies 
and the Senior Prefect team. As usual 
it was a very rigorous process and 
our students excelled themselves. 
We were delighted to appoint Max 
Richards and Amy Blundell as Head 
Boy and Girl respectively and Ed 
Kendall and Izzy Parmenter to be 
their Deputies. The Senior Prefects 
had some excellent ideas to further 
enhance the school and to support 
the team to take these ideas 
forward we also appointed Emily 
Tapper as Assistant Head Girl with 
responsibility for fund raising and 
Summer Thompson as Assistant Head 
Girl with responsibility for students’ 
well-being.  

A group of 18, Year 10 students 
recently spent the day at Marlborough 
College on a learning walk. They each 
shadowed a Marlborough College 
student and will report their findings 
to the Senior Leadership Team at 
Pewsey Vale. Our collaborative work 
with the College has benefitted our 
students and staff immensely and I 
am working closely with the Master to 
further develop our links.

We are looking forward to a 
number of exciting extra-curricular 
opportunities during the summer 
term. Year 10 students will be 
enjoying our first Geography/Science 
trip to Iceland. 

There will also be the traditional Year 
10 Outdoor Education experience 
at Pencelli and the hugely popular 
French trip.

Don’t forget to join us for Sports 
Day on Monday 18th July. I look 
forward to seeing you there!

We are approaching the end of 
year exam season and we will be 
carrying out formal examinations 
with all students in the school. As 
you are aware GCSE examinations 
are changing, with little emphasis 
now on coursework in most 
subjects and a greater emphasis 
on longer terminal examinations. 
Our end of year examinations 
help students become accustomed 
to the examination conditions and 
to feel confident to produce their 
best work higher up the school.

Carol Grant, Headteacher

The Living Rainforest Trip

The trip provided a foundation to the 
topic that they are currently learning: 
about how animals and plants adapt  
to living in the tropical rainforest. 

A second main focus was how the 
rainforest is closely connected to human 
lives and lifestyles and more importantly 
how we can manage it sustainably. 

The students worked well through their 
booklets whilst listening to a tour guide 
who pointed out weird and wonderful 
specimens in the glasshouses. 

A big thank you to the staff who came 
to support the trip and to the students 
themselves who thoroughly  
enjoyed learning geography out  
of the classroom.

The Year 8 geography students enjoyed an educational day 
out to the Living Rainforest in Berkshire as part of their 
learning of the tropical rainforest unit. 

Welcome to our Issue 4, 2016 newsletter
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Celebrating the anniversary  
of Shakespeare’s death on  
April 23rd, the library held 
a quiz, in which students 
were asked a multitude of 
questions related to William 
Shakespeare and his works.

Congratulations go to the winners: 
Lucy Bradley and Grace James-Yates.

Students from years 7, 8  
and 9 received a visit from  
PC Byrne who gave a very 
insightful presentation about 
cyber bullying, sexting and 
online stranger danger. 

The students met with PC Byrne within 
their year groups and had very open 
discussions about how cyber bullying 
affects people in so many different 
ways and how sexting and speaking to 
strangers online can have catastrophic 
consequences.

Online
The students had to build their own 
shelters from wood and rope and make 
them comfortable enough to sleep in.

To be able to eat, the students needed 
to gain points from various activities 
such as archery and climbing, as well 
as take part in team games to enable 
them to ‘purchase’ food from the 
instructors. They did really well and 
dined on burgers, sausages, bread, 
biscuits, fizzy drinks and hot chocolate.

They sat around the camp fire in the 
evening melting marshmallows on 
the fire, after completing an exciting 
zombie run activity!

Unfortunately the students didn’t sleep 
well… spiders and creepy crawlies 
joined their shelters and it was very 
cold with sporadic showers.  

Breakfast was brilliant, with students 
cooking bacon, sausages, fried eggs, 
baked beans & bread, whilst other 
students made the tea and coffee.  

The last activity of their stay was to 
build a raft and paddle it around the 
island, which they accomplished with 
great enthusiasm! 

The group had a fantastic time and 
gained two credits for their youth 
awards course. Well done to everyone 
involved!

Youth Awards – Trip to Brokerswood

On the 7th of April, Mrs Burke took eight students from the  
Youth Awards team to Brokerswood, near Trowbridge for 26 hours of fun!  

www.pewsey-vale.org 3



Bath Spa University Trip  
Written by Zara Smith and Amy Coombes – Year 8 students

We met lots of university students who 
gave us an insight into how their ideas for 
future careers are formed. We were also 
taken on a tour of the university to see the 
different facilities as well as where the 
students lived. Compared to our lifestyle 
as school students, university students 
have a lot more important things to worry 
about, for example, they have to cook & 
clean for themselves, as well as work to 
pay for some of their costs. On a plus side, 
they do have more opportunity to go on 

lots of trips.

It was very nice to be able to ask the 
students questions, to take part in a 
variety of activities and to gain a real  
understanding of what it will be like  
to go to university in the future.

On Monday 29th February students from Years 7 & 8 
were taken to Bath Spa University.

Our day at Intel® Written by Nedd Callis Nicholls – Year 7 student 

When we arrived, we had to sign in before 
pressing a button on a big block called a 
‘bit’ and if you looked closely enough, it 
would spell out your name in the little 
lights on the front! 

On entering the main hall, we were 
presented with a goody bag each that had 
pens, a massive Intel® notebook and a very 
smart Intel® mouse.

The main hall was where all the gaming 
took place and we were allowed to 
take part in anything we wanted. Henry 
Gilbey played a very fun game that was 
a television which had sensors on it and 
you had to help rescue lots of little people 
from a fight.

Henry and I then went and looked at some 
think blocks with lots of little micro-chips 
on them – called a ‘micro bit’. Micro bits 
are used to create coding so that you can 
play certain games on it. 

I created a code where a cup had a micro 
bit stuck to it and every time the cup 
tipped or was on a slant then it would 
beep to let you know the content was 
about to spill out. Really cool!

A member of staff from Intel® told us 
that every Year 7 student in all secondary 
schools around the country will be given a 
Micro Bit. I can’t wait to have my own!

We were then taken on a tour around the 
building. We were all really amazed at how 
technology works! One room had a massive 
monitor in it and I was chosen to turn the 
lights on and off just with the touch of a 
screen. Another room had a huge chocolate 
machine with a year’s supply of chocolate 
in it! When you touched a screen with the 
chocolate bar you wanted, the chocolate 
would be released for you to eat!  

It was really smart!

The final thing we did was play a game 
called ‘Onke Overdrive’. It was a brilliant 
game because we had to use a tablet to 
control cars that went around a track 
made out of bendy plastic. This was my 
favourite game!

I think everyone enjoyed their day at Intel® 
and we would all love to do it again!

On Saturday 16th of April, Henry Gilbey; Preston Thomas; Louis Copp, Jaunti Goldsmith 
and I (Nedd Callis Nicholls) took part in an Intel® Experience Day in Swindon. 

	 T: 01672 565000   E: admin@pewsey-vale.wilts.sch.uk 4



www.pewsey-vale.org 5	 T: 01672 565000   E: admin@pewsey-vale.wilts.sch.uk 

This was a wonderful opportunity for the students to practise 
and extend their map reading skills. The task was to respond to 
the Japanese tsunami disaster by working in groups and deciding 
where to deploy certain teams for the rescue operation. 

Students took on the roles of medical, search and rescue, 
humanitarian and military assistance. The idea was that 
they could understand and learn what strategies were used  
in a ‘real life’ emergency. 

The students interpreted the number of resources well, 
particularly the Japanese maps. 

The British Cartographic Society came to work with 
the Year 10 geographers on the 15th April. 

The English department would like to say a very big ‘thank you’ to everyone 
who took part in the World Book Day activities and competitions.  

Not only did we have excellent participation from students, but many staff also 
contributed towards the Great Book Hunt, adding to the enjoyment of the day. We had 
numerous entries for the competitions which ran all week, with prizes being awarded on 
the last assembly of term. 

World Book Day

The winner of the 
‘Design a Book Cover’  
competition was: 

•	 Eve Penny

A very well done 
to all of these 
students!

Furthermore, the Library hosted a fantastic  
World Book Day Quiz. The winners were: 

•	 First - Libby Warman & Hannah Gray
•	 Joint Second – Ella Spicer & Emily Catlin plus  
	 Eve Penny & Gypsy-Rose Daniel
•	 Third/Fourth - Henry Boyce & Harry Marshall

The winners of The Great Book Hunt were:

	 YEAR 8		  YEAR 9 
•	 Tom Ross	 •	 Sofia Vernetti-Peters
•	 Ed Amann	 •	 Chloe Blaken
•	 Ollie Nordhoff

The British Cartographic Society

Well done to the winning team which comprised  
of Amy Plank, Zak Phillips, Alex Thomson, Ali Sexton  
and Tyla Parsons.

48 students took part throughout the day.  
A very well done to everyone involved and their excellent effort!







Term 6:  
Monday 6th June – Friday 22nd July 2016

School Holiday:  
Monday 25th July – Wednesday 31st August 2016

School Term/Holiday  
Calendar 2016

Inset Day: Monday 27th June 2016

The easiest way to speak directly to a member of staff is via 
email. Please use the links below to communicate directly 
with the staff member you require.

Inset Day Date 2016
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Important Information 
Payments for Trips & Visits

All trips and visits can now be  
paid for online at www.scopay.com  
as well as via the school office. If you  
require any further information  
please contact: 

Mrs Van Den Burgh  
(Finance Manager) at  
kvdb@pewsey-vale.wilts.sch.uk 
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Contact Us - Email addresses

Main Office:  
admin@pewsey-vale.wilts.sch.uk

Headteacher: Mrs C Grant - please 
contact her PA Tanya Woodley  
two@pewsey-vale.wilts.sch.uk

Deputy Headteachers:  
Mrs K Protheroe  
kpr@pewsey-vale.wilts.sch.uk

Mr O Wells  
owe@pewsey-vale.wilts.sch.uk

Assistant Headteacher: Mr M Surowiec 
msu@pewsey-vale.wilts.sch.uk

Bursar: Mrs D Clark   
dcl@pewsey-vale.wilts.sch.uk

Pastoral and SEN enquiries:  
KS4 Pastoral: Mrs K Protheroe   
kpr@pewsey-vale.wilts.sch.uk

KS3 Pastoral: Mr O Wells   
owe@pewsey-vale.wilts.sch.uk

Special Educational Needs  
Coordinator: Mrs V Bentley   
vbe@pewsey-vale.wilts.sch.uk  

Teaching staff and LSA’s:

Art: Miss C Cushnahan  
ccu@pewsey-vale.wilts.sch.uk

Art Subject Leader: Mrs K Pallot 
kpa@pewsey-vale.wilts.sch.uk  
(Maternity Leave 2015 / 2016)

Drama: Mrs K Protheroe  
kpr@pewsey-vale.wilts.sch.uk

English: Mr P Beatty 
pbe@pewsey-vale.wilts.sch.uk

English: Miss C Reilly 
cre@pewsey-vale.wilts.sch.uk

English Subject Leader: Mr A White  
awh@pewsey-vale.wilts.sch.uk

Food Technology: Mrs B Sparke  
bsp@pewsey-vale.wilts.sch.uk

Geography Subject Leader: Mrs D Lythe  
Dly@pewsey-vale.wilts.sch.uk

History Subject Leader: Mr M Maguire 
mma@pewsey-vale.wilts.sch.uk                                     

ICT Subject Leader: Mr T Robinson  
tro@pewsey-vale.wilts.sch.uk

Library Manager: Mrs K Sheppy  
ksh@pewsey-vale.wilts.sch.uk

Maths: Mrs T Harris 
tal@pewsey-vale.wilts.sch.uk

Maths: Mr I Watkins  
iwa@pewsey-vale.wilts.sch.uk

Maths Subject Leader: Mr R Webb 
rwe@pewsey-vale.wilts.sch.uk

Modern Foreign Languages:  
Mrs S Sutton  
ssu@pewsey-vale.wilts.sch.uk

Modern Foreign Languages  
Subject Leader: Mrs J Roberts   
jro@pewsey-vale.wilts.sch.uk

Music: Miss S Arlott  
sat@pewsey-vale.wilts.sch.uk

PE: Mrs L Shaw  
lsw@pewsey-vale.wilts.sch.uk 
(Maternity Leave 2015 / 2016)

PE Subject Leader: Mr J Eldred  
jel@pewsey-vale.wilts.sch.uk

Religious Studies Subject  
Leader: Mrs V Hay  
vha@pewsey-vale.wilts.sch.uk

Resistant Materials: Mr M Malhi  
mmi@pewsey-vale.wilts.sch.uk

Science: Miss T Archdale   
tad@pewsey-vale.wilts.sch.uk

Science: Miss E Ayres  
eay@pewsey-vale.wilts.sch.uk

Science Subject Leader: Mr R Carter 
rca@pewsey-vale.wilts.sch.uk

Technology Subject Leader:  
Mrs C Siswick  
cs@pewsey-vale.wilts.sch.uk

This is a message for all of our Year 11 
students – The Doreen King Foundation is a 
local fund which aims to help Year 11 students 
with funding during further education.  

Doreen King was a Governor of Pewsey Vale School and, 
when she sadly passed away, left the Fund under the 
management of a group of Trustees and each year the 
current Year 11 students (as well as past students) are 
offered the opportunity to bid for funding to help them 
with their further education. 

Therefore, if you will be entering Further Education 
from September 2016 and would like additional 
information on how to bid for financial support, please 
contact Mrs Van Den Bergh in the Finance Office.

The Doreen King 
Foundation


